Local gating of information processing through the thalamus.
Inhibitory sculpting of afferent signals in the thalamus is exerted by two types of neurons using gamma-amino butyric acid (GABA) as neurotransmitter. Of them, local-circuit neurons exert their functions via two outputs: axons and presynaptic dendrites. In this issue of Neuron, Govindaiah and Cox reveal that synaptic activation of metabotropic glutamate receptors selectively increases the output of presynaptic dendrites of local interneurons in rat visual thalamus, without affecting the axonal output.